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Synopsis

Read the New York Times bestseller that has taken the world by storm!Meet Ove. Hea ™s a

A "

curmudgeona "the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught
outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call
him & cethe bitter neighbor from hell.& « But must Ove be bitter just because he doesna ™t walk
around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and
a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young
daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ovea ™s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical
and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a
U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residentsd ™ association to their
very foundations. A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major
Pettigrewd ™s Last Stand, Fredrik Backmana ™s novel about the angry old man next door is a
thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on countless others. & celf there was an

award for & "Most Charming Book of the Year,a ™ this first novel by a Swedish

blogger-turned-overnight-sensation would win hands downa ¢ (Booklist, starred review).
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Customer Reviews

This is a gem of a feel-good debut novel about A MAN CALLED OVE by Swedish author and
blogger Fredrik Backman. It will make you laugh and make you cry and you will remember Ove for a
long time.Some would call Ove a curmudgeon, a lovely word meaning a bad-tempered, difficult,

cantankerous person. His wife called him the most inflexible man in the world - he borders on being



obsessive compulsive but is generally a grumpy man who doesn't tolerate fools and likes things to
be done that way he wants them. While many think that he is just a rude and grumpy man, at heart
you will find out that he is one of the kindest persons you will ever know.Ove is a 59 years old
widower who has just been arbitrarily retired after 30 years in the same job. His world now revolves
around his home and neighbourhood housing complex where he rules the roost making sure that all
local rules and regulations are followed. He is very lonely since his wife died, he quarrelled with his
best friend and neighbour years ago and rarely has contact with his neighbours.Ove’s world is one
of anger and sadness. One day a new neighbour accidentally flattens Ove’s mailbox driving in an
area where vehicles are prohibited. This starts a very amusing, heartwarming and frequently very
sad story as Ove’s rigidly structured world is disrupted by unexpected friendship from Parvaneh, a
vivacious small and very pregnant Iranian woman who has moved in next door with her Swedish
husband Patrick and two girls. Parvaneh is perhaps the only person who can take on Ove directly
and win, and starts to change his life for the better.We also go back to how Ove met his vivacious

and loving wife Sonja who was the direct opposite of Ove.

My Take:5 Stars!Release Date: July 15th, 20140h! The PRAISE you see above is so true! This is a
truly remarkable story! | HIGHLY suggest reading this! It gets you in the heart. It’s different in the
sense that this is a MAN who is the main character, and he’s just a little different! You can’t help but
to love him and all of his quirks, even though he’s the meanest man you may ever meet, but then
again perhaps this is what draws us to this book so much. Forget The Rosie Project! THIS is the
book to be reading!Young Ove follows in the footsteps of his father as he lost him in his very early
teens, but his father left such a positive impression upon him, he follows what he was taught. His
father didn’t really seem to have a backbone, yet then again he preferred to avoid any type of
altercation whatsoever because that is just how a real man acts and sets examples by - not by
being a bully in return. He just wants to do what a ‘'man’ does is right. Ove learned from his father,
but sometimes your heart just reaches out so far for him because when he should be standing up
for himself, he doesn’t do it. You would think he is a pushover, but he isn’'t. He is just like his father.
He is doing what a real man would do, or so he thinks.One time in his youth, shortly after his father
passed away, he took over his father’s job for several years until he comes into contact with an adult
male bully, and because he did not stand up for himself, being a man, he lost his job. That was so
wrong! But Ove, being a man who does not bully back, believed in this. This is just how life works.
(No Ove! Stand up for yourself! Is how | was cheering him on! Yes, | was talking and yelling at this

book for Ove!
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